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 P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E  

 
 
Welcome and congratulations to all of you whose dogs have not only 
qualified for the NAHRA Invitational, but especially to those attending this 
event. Thank you for taking the time to prepare, travel, and run your dog(s) 
while spending time with fellow NAHRA members. I appreciate watching 
you showcase some of NAHRA’s best dogs that have achieved a level of title 
awarded to less than 1% of all hunting dogs! The prestigious titles of MHR, 
GMHR, and GMRHCH have already been earned through your hard work, 
dedication and partnering with good dog genetics resulting in being named. 
I urge you to be proud of these accomplishments with your dog regardless 
of your qualification or not at this test.  
 
It is my pleasure to present the Larry and Fern Willson farm property for 
your use and enjoyment. The property has been in development as a 
hunting and nature for several years. This farm is hunted many, many times 
throughout the year and offers mallards, teal, wood ducks, Canada geese, 
widgeon, turkey, pheasant, whitetail deer, black bears, coyotes, fox, and 
Bald eagles, Trumpeter swans, Sandhill cranes, and badgers, gophers, and squirrels for observation.  Several 
species of songbirds also call it home while the Willson’s continually improve the farm as a home for all of the 
animals. While participating in this year’s Invitational, it is their hope and mine to share just a slice of this 
beautiful place with you. As a “hunting property”, I eagerly look forward to what our judges will see and develop 
for our tests. The grounds present as realistic settings as possible, especially since they actually are here for the 
primary purpose of hunting and training dogs. I’m confident the scenarios our dogs run will encourage them to 
believe they are sharing a hunt with the Willsons. 
 
In an effort to improving our future through growth, there will be television coverage of this event by Northland 
Outdoors. This exposure should attract many viewers and provide opportunity for new members by watching 
you and your dogs at this event. If approached, please cooperate and show the pride you have in your dog. 
I’d also like to thank this year’s Platinum Sponsor, Kinetic Performance Dog Food. Their ongoing partnership 
continues to enhance our mutual growth. Kinetic will also be entering the television world soon- look for it on 
the Pursuit channel while they also help NAHRA have a presence with many viewers. A personal thank you goes 
out to each and every one of our sponsors, advertisers and donors. A quality Invitational has no chance of 
happening without all of your help! Please remember our friends and do your best to return the favor and give 
them your business when possible. 
 
Most of all, I encourage you to enjoy the tests and each other. I’ve had the unique experience through cancer to 
realize what is truly important in my life and this definitely qualifies. NAHRA affords the opportunity to 
participate in a clean fun activity we can share with our family and friends. Larry Willson, the 2016 Invitational 
Committee, and the Four Points Retriever Club members have done their best to welcome you and want to share 
the tests and comradery together as much as possible. We have some fun activities planned following conclusion 
of each day’s series along with an evening meal. I look forward to sharing and reminiscing in the fun we are 
having and have had at our Awards Presentation. 
 
Thanks for coming and remembers “Straight lines are best!” 
 
Dan Hove, NAHRA President 
2016 Invitational Chair  
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