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 A Vision … A Dream … Reality 
 



 
 
 

The Leatherstocking Hunting Retriever Association along with 
Mrs. Richard A. Wolters and the NAHRA Board of Directors 

 
Welcomes you to the  

2009 North American Hunting Retriever Association’s  
premier event the  

Richard A. Wolters Invitational 
 

 
 
 

A message from Olive M. Wolters 
(Mrs. Richard A.)….. 

 



A Message from the Field Test Committee 
 
The Field Test Committee welcomes you and hopes you enjoy the test that the judges have planned.  We 
trust that you enjoy yourselves while you are here.  If there is anything that we can assist you with, please 
do not hesitate to ask. 

 
Co-Chairmen   Tom Rourke & Jim Wetzler 
Field Test Secretary   Cindy Taillie 
Equipment Coordinator   Mike Hass  
Financial Manager   Gene Taillie 
Gun Captain/Manpower   Dave Combs 
Head Marshal   Vicky Hass 

 
Three Rivers Wildlife Management Area has provided retriever clubs the opportunity to conduct 
numerous retriever activities through the years on their grounds.  Permission for the use of the Three 
Rivers Wildlife Management Area was granted by the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conversation.  Please respect the property and abide by the guidelines provided.  The Leatherstocking 
Hunting Retriever Association (LHRA) is very grateful for the use of these grounds and asks that you help 
insure that the grounds are left in the same or better condition than they were offered. 
 
A special thanks to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and Gary Pratt, 
Wildlife Biologist, and Bonnie Parton, Area Wildlife Technician, Baldwinsville, NY.  Without the help and 
efforts of Gary, Bonnie and all the DEC field crews these lands would not be available for us to use.  They 
keep these grounds accessible and usable.   
  
The members of LHRA thank all of the handlers and participants for your attendance here.  We hope this 
information will address most of your questions and concerns.  If you should have additional questions, 
please feel free to contact any of the club members or individuals serving on the Field Test Committee. 

 

 

 

 
All tests are in accordance with all of the rules, regulations and general procedures as laid down and set forth in the 
General Procedures and Judging Guidelines for NAHRA Hunting Retriever Field Tests. 

 
Waiver of Liability:  Leatherstocking Hunting Retriever Association (LHRA) and the North American Hunting Retriever 
Association (NAHRA) are not responsible for any damages and/or injuries sustained to humans, animals, and/or 
property while on the Field Test Grounds or traveling to and from the Field Test grounds.  All participants, spectators 
and guests recognize that this is an outdoor gunning event and attend at their own risk and agree to hold harmless 
LHRA/NAHRA, their officers, the Field Test Committee and the Field Test property owners from any and all claims of 
personal property loss, damages and/or injury. 
 



NAHRA - Where It All Began 
by Ned Spear 

 
For all of us, it really began with our dogs and the desire to 
recognize and perpetuate versatile hunting retrievers.  
Retrievers who would work an upland or a marsh, trail a 
wounded bird, handle and mark in a true hunting situation 
and then sit next to us on the trip home, sharing a soft serve 
ice cream.  For me, the beginning was 1946 and a wriggling 
black bundle of energy, “Jet’s Duke”, a grandson of the 
immortal “Shed of Arden”.  Change came more than 30 
years later with the fantastic (though illogically named) 
“Penny Rose”.  They, together with all who came between 
and after, have been true hunting companions, equally at 
ease in the blind, uplands or living room. 
 
Beginning in the 1960’s and 1970’s, many persons were becoming disenchanted with traditional field trials, 
their cost, large dependence on subjective standards and, well, not to sound overly harsh (for the dogs are 
truly spectacular), their artificiality.  Stretching marked retrieves to hundreds of yards, making down or 
eliminating dogs for “button hooking” a mark rather than “lining” it.  All the while discarding hundreds of 
dogs as not quite good enough or failing to reward some well deserving dog with a field championship 
because of some real or imagined affront from the owner or handler.  All with no room for the 
hunter/trainer/handler. 
 
In late 1981 and early 1982, Dick Wolters became the catalyst for what was then known as the gun dog 
movement.  Many clubs throughout the U.S. and Canada had long sponsored ad hoc “gun dog” trials. 
Informal, and not quite “respectable”, they had sort of a symbolic relationship with traditional trials. Each 
benefited the other.  The traditional trial made a few dollars for the clubs, enabled them to purchase 
training equipment and provided a few very knowledgeable trainers, while the gun dog event ensured a 
steady supply of workers and members who benefited from the expertise of the traditional trailers. 
 
But it wasn’t quite enough.  The hunter/handler wanted more. 
 
Dick Wolters, with the first publication in 1964 of his revolutionary training book, Water Dog, had 
become the maverick in the world of retrievers.  A person like no other I’d ever known.  A Mark Twain 
look-alike with more stuff hanging off him than is available in most hardware stores, Dick had more 
interests and was more interesting as any person I’d ever met.  Not someone you could ever say “no” to 
without doubting yourself for the rest of your life. 
 
My wife, Betty, Penny Rose and I first met Dick and Dave Maynard at a two-day Gun Dog trial at the 
hallowed Westchester Retriever Club in Newburgh, New York in the early spring of 1981.  Running several 
series that included blind retrieves, water and land doubles and an upland live bird flush shot and retrieved 
we were hooked.  Penny had hunted grouse extensively and knew the drill, but I don’t think I was ever 
more proud of her when the trap malfunctioned, and she got the pheasant full in the face, hupped 
immediately and never budged until cast for the retrieve.  Simple now, but revolutionary in that day. 
 



Dick was a human dynamo and the person who brought it all together.  With the publication of his 
columns in Dave Meisner’s new Gun Dog magazine beginning in late 1981, we suddenly realized that, 
across the country, there were many of us with similar ideas, hopes and dreams.  After some serious 
prodding from his great friend, G. Ray Arnett (then Assistant Secretary of the Interior under President 
Reagan), Dick called me and announced the he and I were going to start a nationwide hunting retriever 
organization.  With no thought as to where the money would come from or any of the other how’s, if’s, 
and but’s, I surprised myself, and probably Dick, by agreeing. 
 
Now the hard work began, assembling like minded hunter/handlers into a workable board, obtaining 
money, refining the concept, writing rules, incorporating, obtaining publicity and signing up clubs. 
 
Dave Meisner of Gun Dog came through with an interest free $5,000.00 loan.  I became President; Dick 
was Vice president and principal publicist; Ken Repka from the Western New York Retriever Club had the 
unenviable job of Treasurer; and the board was rounded out with John Krupp, like myself from the Lake 
Champlain Retriever Club; Dave Maynard from the Westchester Retriever Club; Jack Jagoda from Stafford, 
Virginia; Omar Driscoll, a fantastic hunter and retriever handler from Louisiana; and David Follansbee from 
Fifth Avenue in Manhattan became our conscience.  David, to my knowledge, never owned a retriever but, 
despite living in the heart of New York, was a dog person through and through.  Dave was among the first 
(if not the first) to import French Brittany Spaniels into the U.S. and he was knowledgeable and active 
within the then fairly new North American Versatile Hunt Dog Association (NAVHDA).  In a hotel room 
in New York during the Annual Westminster Dog Show, David gave us our name and the concept of 
running against a “standard” instead of for placements.  Richard endowed us with a voice, access to people 
and places unknown or unavailable to most of us and a desire to create a working stud book and registry.  
Ray Arnett and Dave Meisner gave us heart, encouragement and an occasional boot in the pants.  And, in 
one memorable weekend at the Mashownk Hunt Club near Pleasant Valley, New York, I, acting as scribe, 
put the original rules into words.  David M., Jack, Omar and Kent honed the ideas for trailing, handling, 
sensible distances, camouflage clothing and upland work.  And, miraculously, it all came together. 
 
Others, unseen and unheralded, provided even more work and encouragement.  Truly, without the efforts 
of Olive Wolters; my wife, Betty Cheney; June Repka; Diane Jagoda and many others, we never would 
have been able to say “we have lift off!” 
 
Troubled times lay ahead, difficulties within the board, a very serious legal entanglement with the AKC 
over our Rules (which NAHRA won after obtaining our own “Wall Street” lawyer); a subsequent 
“marriage” and breakup with the powerful UKC and dozens of weekends spent by all of us crossing North 
America to spread the word from Alaska to Canada, to Washington, the Midwest and Deep South.  Other 
dedicated people came forward to ensure that the dream stayed alive.  People like Lewis Brothers from 
Virginia; Gary Erikson from Washington; and Tom Rentz from Georgia. 
 
I’ve got a thousand stories and memories.  Sharing goose blinds with jack (and NAHRA’s “First lady” 
Trieven’s Thunder Annie), Richard and “Tar”, and Lewis and “Jack” on the Sassafras River; hunting diving 
ducks from huge floating blinds on lake Champlain with John Krupp (and the gallant “Kate”) and Richard 
(and almost sinking one day in November when a half sunken log broke two ribs in our 18’ boat); 
gunning dove fields in Maryland with Betty, Jack, Lewis and Richard.  And always, always the dogs. 
Watching Jack’s Annie, businesslike and ladylike handling of ten pound geese; Tar figuring out the 
difference between propped up deceased Lesser snows from newly shot “hot” ones on James Bay; Kate 
brining every Whistler to hand through a vicious chop off windmill Point; Penny Rose drop a crippled 
Snow and then sit on it so she could watch more incoming action and, to top it off, Dick, in his 
underwear, losing his socks to the fall of a hatchet on his induction into the French Canadian “Legion of 



the Ax”.  Gene Hill complementing Penny Rose on how nice her nails were trimmed while at the line in an 
important event and having her return the bird to him.  Reading Gend’s heartwarming thinly disguised 
story (entitled “Bingo”) about barber, Lee Joubert from Plattsburgh, New York, and his great dog after an 
early field test on Betty’s and my West Swanton property. 
 
Check out Dick’s last book, “The Labrador Retriever – The History – The People Revisted” for some great 
early photos and more in-depth account of NAHRA’s birth. 
 
Above all, make your own memories but keep our dream alive.  Remember, it all really began with, and 
for, the dogs. 
 
Your friend, 
 
Ned Spear 
Hog Island, VT 
April 2009 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
Wednesday August, 5th 
7:00 am – 3:00 pm Test Setup - Judges w/Test Committee 
7:00 am – 3:00 pm Handler Check-In @ Test Site Hdqtrs (DEC Building) Sixty Rd  
7:00 am – 3:00 pm Training in designated areas on test grounds  
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm Mandatory Veterinary Inspection (bitch check)    
 @ Test Site Hdqtrs (DEC Building), Sixty Rd 
4:30 pm – 10:00 pm Welcome Banquet for Judges & Invitational Handlers, Clarion Inn  
 4:30 – 5:30  Social Hour 
 5:30 – 6:00 “Something To Shoot For” the 1st NAHRA Invitational  
 6:00 – 7:00 Buffet Dinner 
 7:00 – 10:00 Introduction of Judges – Handlers   
   NAHRA Founders Tribute    
   General Raffle / Auctions / Invitational Raffle 
 
 
Thursday August, 6th 
6:30 am – 7:30 am Veterinary Inspection (bitch check)      
 @ Test Site Hdqtrs, (DEC Building) Sixty Rd 
6:30 am Late Arrival Registration @ Test Site Hdqtrs, (DEC Building) Sixty Rd 
7:00 am Testing Begins  
 
Friday August, 7th 
7:00 am   Testing Continues (start times will be at judges discretion) 
 
Saturday August, 8th 
7:00 am    Testing Continues (start times will be at judges discretion) 
6:00 pm   Awards Banquet - Clarion Inn Fairgrounds 
 
 
 
ONLY IF NECESSARY 
Sunday August, 9th  
7 am    Testing Continues  
Immediately following completion of testing Award Ceremony, Test Site Hdqtrs. (DEC Building) 
 



WELCOME BANQUET 
The 2009 NAHRA RAW Invitational Welcome Banquet will be held at the Clarion Inn Fairgrounds, 
which is also the Invitational hospitality headquarters for this year’s event. On Wednesday, August 5, 
2009 the banquet will begin at 4:30 P.M. with a cocktail/social hour and dinner to follow.  Come see 
“Something to Shoot For” the video of NAHRAs First Invitational. We will have general raffle items, a 
silent auction and a few live auction items.  Please see the Event Schedule for further details. 

 

AWARDS BANQUET 
Upon the completion of testing on Saturday, August 8, everyone is welcome to join us for a 
cocktail/social hour, buffet dinner and awards ceremony at the Clarion Inn Fairgrounds, starting at 6:00 
P.M. 
 
All handlers who submit an entry to run will receive one complimentary ticket for each banquet.  Only 
one ticket will be issued per person regardless of the number of dogs entered.   
 
Guests of the handlers/owners must purchase tickets if they wish to attend the banquets 
($25.00/banquet). 
 

CONCESSIONS 
Complimentary coffee and donuts will be available each morning at the Test Site Headquarters (DEC 
Building) located on Sixty Road.   
 
Lunches will be available for purchase - (hot dogs/ hamburgers, chips, cookies and a drink) 

 

RAFFLES 
On Wednesday, August 5th at the Welcome Banquet we will be holding a general raffle, silent auction, 
along with a live auction.   
 
The NAHRA 2009 RAW Invitional raffle will be held at the conclusion of the evening.  Tickets for this 
raffle are still available and can be purchased for $10.00 each or 3/$20.00.  See any committee member if 
you wish purchase tickets. 
 
Items on this raffle are: 
 
1st prize  Royal Caribbean Cruise for 2 (4 days/4 nights) $500 spending monies  
  and $500 toward airfare OR $2000.00 Cash 
2nd prize Samsung 40” 720 Flat Screen LCD TV OR $750.00 Cash 
3rd prize  Taste of the FingerLakes – 50 bottles of premium wine from the 

Finger Lakes Wine Trail OR $500.00 Cash 
4th prize Prepaid $500 VISA card 
5th prize Olympus Stylus 770 SW Digital Camera or $250.00 Cash 
 



YOUR JUDGES 

James P. Karr - Lancaster, New York  

We got our first retriever, a fabulous Golden, in the early ‘60’s while at the 
University of Vermont. A fraternity brother there, and duck hunting 
partner supreme, was none other than Ned Spear, founder and first 
president of NAHRA. College “wildlife” to us included taking lots of Black 
Ducks and Mallards from our blind on Lake Champlain, and to this day I 
still blame Ned for my regular absence from fall semester dean’s lists. In 
the late ‘60’s, while at Penn State, we got our first Lab, attended our first 
field trial, and have been hooked ever since. I have hunted my Labs during 
two-year stints in East Africa, in the Middle East, and from Lake Winnipeg 
to the coast of Maine. 

I am retired now after a rewarding career as a cancer research scientist and 
administrator. With more time to focus on training, we have our only Lab 
at the moment, Rachy, almost ready to run a Senior test. We are eager to 
find and get our next pup into the game! Our grandchildren throw 
bumpers and plant blinds with bribes of wagon and sleigh rides (draft 
horses are another favorite pastime). Two past Labs of ours earned 
NAHRA titles: Ivan (WR) and Treper (GMHR). 

Both as a handler and a judge, I have seen NAHRA evolve and expand into 
the best organization for the training and testing of hunting retrievers. 

Since its inception, the central, consistent components of the NAHRA success story have been the NAHRA officers 
and members…all super fine people with a common purpose dedicated to the improvement and preservation of 
those desirable traits which make ours the most outstanding of hunting retrievers. The many friendships I have 
accrued through NAHRA are personal treasures. And now, after all these years, it is a thrill and singular honor to be 
asked to judge this prestigious event with Gregory Floyd and Harry Williams. 

Congratulations to all qualifiers for the 2009 RAW Invitational. The tests will be worthy of all that you and your 
magnificent retrievers have accomplished. We look forward to lots of great teamwork. Good luck and have fun! 

Jim Karr 

Harry Williams - Port Orchard, Washington  

One evening, in a farm house near Haines, 
Oregon, a wide-eyed teenage boy was reading his 
current issue of Outdoor Life magazine. The 
author described how he and his Labrador 
Retriever would walk up to shoot mallard ducks 
as they jumped from the Potholes located in the 
state of Washington. It was as if I was there 
watching as he described the way his dog crashed 
into the water, picked up each duck and brought 
them back to his hand. Something compelling 
stirred inside me. I immediately went to the 
classified section to look for one of those dogs. I 
sent a request for information to a kennel. A 
week or so later the reply arrived in the mail. 
Inside was a picture of a yellow Labrador 
Retriever puppy holding a live pigeon. Wow! 



That started me on a journey, a quest, a lifelong pursuit that to this day still causes that same stirring of emotions as 
it did so long ago. 

Eighteen years later in 1981 I trained my first Lab using “Water Dog.” As I pause from typing and look down at that 
11-week-old pup on my lap, it is obvious that that journey is still very much ongoing. 

In 1987 I found out about NAHRA. Greg Monroe had urged me to enter my young dog in an upcoming test near 
Silver Lake in Washington. I’ve been a participant ever since. My first judging experience was at a Senior test as an 
apprentice judge under Lewis Brothers in 1990. What a great way to get started. I’ve had the pleasure of evaluating 
NAHRA Hunting Retrievers in Alaska, Alberta, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Pennsylvania and Washington. 
This year will add Minnesota and New York to that list. I never dreamed that Outdoor Life article would cause so 
many miles traveled. What a fantastic way to see the continent. I’m very thankful for all of the wonderful people that 
have crossed my path along the way. To top it off, at times, I’ve had the best seat in the house to watch some of the 
most fantastic and skilled hunting retrievers there are. 

I want to thank the 2009 Invitational Committee for giving me an opportunity to participate in the best Judging 
assignment possible. I am truly honored to serve on this Invitational Judging Panel. 

Sitting in the best seat watching the best dogs doing what they love. What a great place to be. I’ll do my best to be 
fair to the dogs, to the handlers, and to the NAHRA standard. Stay on your toes! See ya in the field. 

Harry Williams 

Gregory Floyd - Colorado Springs, Colorado 

First and foremost, I am honored to be named as a judge for the 2009 RAW. It has been something that I use to 
dream about and now I get the opportunity to help 
represent what NAHRA is all about. I remember 
back when I got started in all of this about the RAW 
and to me at the time it was like the Super Bowl. 
Something that you read about or maybe watch but 
very few get the opportunity to play in. Well now I 
have the opportunity to judge and evaluate some of 
the top retrievers in NAHRA from around the 
country and I am truly honored. I would like to 
thank Tom Rourke and all of the 2009 RAW 
Committee for recommending me and the NAHRA 
BOD for their approval. Being that I have served as 
co-chair during the 2006 RAW I know how much 
hard work goes into a RAW so I can truly empathize 
with them. My family and I are looking forward to a 
great time and I hope to see many of you out there. 
I would like to tell you a little bit about myself….  

Currently I live in Colorado Springs, CO. I am active duty USAF and have served over 19 years. I am married with two 
daughters and a son. We have three labs, SR Rippin Ruby of Mt. Idak the old 15yr old chocolate lab who is actually 
my wife’s dog that she ran in NAHRA Started tests and got her Started title, SR Titan who is 11yrs old and the son of 
my first lab, MHR/WR/SR Conan of Texas, and 3 ½ yr old Roxie, Ruby’s granddaughter (still a work in progress, 
good pheasant dog though.) I got started in NAHRA back in the spring of 1992 in Anchorage, AK in the Midnight 
Sun Gun Dog Association (MSGDA.) It was from there, we left AK (yea I know we still kick ourselves for leaving) 
and headed to Colorado Springs. I started along with some other folks, the Muddy Hunters Retriever Club which was 
also the first NAHRA club ever in the state of Colorado. I also served as the club’s first president. We held the first 
ever NAHRA Field Test in the state of Colorado in June 1997. The Air Force took me to Tinker AFB after that and 
then to South Korea for a remote and several remote TDYs in between. I then got back to Colorado Springs, CO in 
August 2002 and in 2003 became the Regional Director. I was the RD when the RAW was held for the time since 
2001, out in Hotchkiss, CO. I served as the co-chair for the 2006 RAW. I have been a NAHRA judge since 1997, so I 
have 12 years experience as a NAHRA judge and I have over 17 years experience training retrievers and running 



NAHRA and AKC. I also have over 20 years experience hunting everything from ptarmigan in Alaska to quail & 
dove in Texas, pheasant in Kansas, and waterfowl all over.  

Born and raised in Garland, TX. I didn’t grow up with retrievers. I had an uncle who had two yellow labs, Sammy Joe 
and Tom. Now neither was a great hunting dog, they did love to retrieve and they had the best dispositions…Tom 
would retrieve bass that I caught and threw in the boat (he would actually then drop them in the fish bucket) and 
Sammy Joe would find the dove I shot, just not retrieve them. However after that I told myself that when I get a dog 
of my own it will be a yellow lab. So then I joined the Air Force right out of high school and not long after that got 
married and headed to the Great White North….that is where my story with retrievers and NAHRA began.  

My wife and I went to pick out a pup from a litter of yellow labs in the paper and low a behold we found the big ole 
yellow ball of fur, that wife picked out, and named him Conan. How I got started in all of the dog stuff was the guy 
who owned the sire, who I will claim as my mentor Sid Sherwood, was a pro gun dog trainer. He owned Sherwood 
Kennels in Chugiak, AK. I would like to thank Sid for all of his guidance and mentoring, you are old school and one 
of a kind. Well I called him up and talked a bit. I told him the only I knew that dogs could do was roll over, poop, 
sleep, and bark. Well he invited my wife and I out to our first picnic trial (I was like what, we need to bring a picnic 
basket?) and from that point on I was hooked. I saw the big dogs running blinds, stopping whistles, hand signals and I 
was like “Yea, we’re doing that.” Next thing you know I bought everything from bumpers to a dog box/camper for 
my truck. I credit all the awesome folks I met along the way via NAHRA and the retriever world with helping me 
become the type of retriever owner, trainer, and handler that I am today.  

I would also like to take this time to thank my wife for all of her wonderful support and understanding throughout 
our 18 years of marriage. From all the times I was late coming home from training, to my griping and complaining 
about organizing hunt tests, to her awesome clerical skills on typing up those catalogs and premiums, to even 
marshalling and throwing birds, thanks hone! Your awesome, love ya! I have met some outstanding people through 
NAHRA and some of them are friends for life. So I want to thank NAHRA for that and for helping me discover a 
hobby, sport, or whatever you want to call it that I have a true passion for. God bless, take care, and meanwhile back 
at the ranch…. 

Greg Floyd 
 
 

John Fincher, Alternate Judge – Pembroke, New York 

In memory of Raw, pictured with me -- Gone too soon 

I bought my first Labrador retriever in April 1985 and joined WNYRC 
in 1986. This set me on the journey of a lifetime that has afforded me 
the chance to have a great hunting dog by my side in the field. The 
Club has grown a great deal since then and I have truly enjoyed helping 
all the new folks get started and watching & learning from the more 
experienced members with their new pups. I’ve also learned a great deal 
about testing and trialing, especially the considerable coordination and 
hard work involved in hosting the events. Not enough can be said 
about these dedicated individuals who I am proud to work beside year 
after year 

I live in Pembroke, NY just northeast of Buffalo. I am lucky to have 
Tonawanda Wildlife Mgt Area, Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge and 
Oak Orchard Wildlife Mgt Area right in my backyard so I don’t need to 
travel very far for good hunting and training grounds. I became a member of NAHRA in 1987 and have continued to 
enjoy training my own dogs: GMHR WR Princess Daffnie was my first dog, GMHR WR Russets Prince Odis, a pup 
from Princess was my second dog. GMHR WR Kelly Ann Fincher is my third generation GMHR which I have trained 
utilizing several excellent books: Hey Pup Fetch It Up – by Bill Tarrant, Training Retrievers To Handle – by D.L. and 
Ann Walters, The Working Retriever – by Tom Quinn, Water Dog – by Richard A. Wolters, Tri-Tronics Retriever 
Training – by Jim and Phyllis Dobbs. 



The NAHRA organization, like many others, is continually changing and evolving. One thing that sets NAHRA 
apart from many others is our people. Over the years I have had the good fortune to meet a lot of new people and 
make many new and valued friends. I received my NAHRA judges card in 1992 and as a judge I try to set up very 
straight-forward tests. I like to make sure that the dogs are good hunting partners with good field obedience. The 
question to answer - “Would I want to hunt beside this dog?” I feel honored to be selected as an alternate judge for 
this esteemed event and I look forward with pleasure to watching the dog and handler teams challenge the tests put 
before them. Congratulations to all this year’s qualifiers for you have already accomplished what many others 
continue to strive for. I hope everyone enjoys the NAHRA program as much as I have and this year’s RAW 
Invitational. GOOD LUCK TO ALL! 

John Fincher 



THE RUNNING ORDER 
 
Thursday  Group A will start at 7:00 AM  Group B will start at approx. 1:00 PM 
 

Friday and Saturday running order will be announced 
 

TEAMS WILL RUN IN THE ORDER OF THE DRAW 
 

GROUP A GROUP B 
Dog # Call Name Handler Dog # Call Name Handler 

1 Beamer Fritz Baier 24 Zeus Jagoda/Garrett 
2 Kernal Frank Plewa 25 Pete Gene Taillie 
3 Abby Dan Tongen 26 Roxy Jagoda/Garrett 
4 Cinder Richard Winton 27 Jersey Scott Leonescu or 

Jagoda/Garrett 
5 Ike Tony Carlo 28 Tique Tom Rourke 
6 Belle Bruce Jenkins or 

Frank Plewa 
29 Bingo Matt Garrett 

7 Emme Brian Ellis 30 Smoke Dave Mellender 
8 Chance Wayne Goodrich 31 Maddie Trish Jagoda or 

Matt Garrett 
9 Drake Joe Meade 32 Chai Dan or Patsy Hove 

10 Rain Chris Giardina 33 Toby Scott Leonescu or 
Jagoda/Garrett 

11 Kali Jeff Riebling 34 Bert Sue Hartsoe 
12 Deuce Michael Tome 35 Jessie Trish Jagoda or 

Matt Garrett 
13 Carbon Frank Plewa 36 Maggie Jim Tracy 
14 Kate Brian Ellis 37 Cash Trish Jagoda or 

Matt Garrett 
15 Chase Dick Ofstedal 38 Juice Jackie Lutskus 
16 Mabel Tom or Karen 

Johnston 
39 Lucy Sue Hartsoe or  

Trish Jagoda 
17 Ben Phillip Hines 40 Kyler Tom Rourke 
18 Gunner Frank Plewa 41 Ernie Trish Jagoda or 

Matt Garrett 
19 Kate Dan Tongen 42 Spinner Dorothy Waldrep 
20 Josie Bob Riggs 43 Sparky Trish Jagoda or 

Matt Garrett 
21 Tank Jeff Riebling 44 Magic Dianne Sheppard 
22 Port Susan Wright 45 Rip Trish Jagoda or 

Matt Garrett 
23 Max Greg Schultheis 46 The Goon Larry Housman 

   47 Lacey Trish Jagoda or 
Matt Garrett 



THE TEAMS 
#1 BEAMER 

Owned by Fritz & Melissa Baier, Red Oak Iowa 
Handled by Fritz Baier 

 
It is hard to believe that it has been seven years since I brought a 
precocious little fur ball home.  Seven years later the black 
fireball that is Beamer has come into his own.  Always bordering 
on the edge of control, a friend has said Beamer even “wags his 
tail faster”.  He truly loves what he does; be it hunting pheasants, 
running a long blind on big open water, or returning with the 
last bird of a difficult series no one can doubt that he was born 
to retrieve.  I cherish each day a field, each evening on the couch, 
and each celebratory cheeseburger on the way home from tests 
that we share. 

Fritz Baier 
 

GMHR-I APR Baier’s Mighty Waldimar 
3/31/02 - Male, Black Lab 

Breeder:  Greg Hansen 
Sire:  GMPR, MHR Saak River Feather Storm 

Dam:  Harley Hansen’s Pointser 

 
#2 KERNAL 

Owned by Frank & Valerie Plewa, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
Handled by Frank Plewa 

 
A very steady performer!  Both at the line as well as in the blind and in 
the field, Kernal is a very powerful and athletic dog that has an 
unmatched willingness to please.  He absolutely lives to retrieve and 
please.  His most impressive qualities are his steadiness, focus and 
delivery.  He is truly the all around dog that we all strive to produce.  He 
continues to be a great marker and a very willing partner in all other 
aspects of his work.    
As with many of the dogs listed in this catalog, he has a healthy appetite 
to retrieve and a keen nose that occasionally gets him into trouble, but 
they are qualities I can live with!  Kernal performs admirably as my 
primary goose-hunting companion carrying much of the load in his 5 
waterfowl seasons.  After joining the 1000 point club last fall, Kernal 
retired from the games to a life of chasing pheasants and hunting 
waterfowl.  He has run in both the NAHRA and NFRA programs 
succeeding at both of the top levels.  It has been a pleasure to live and 
work with you buddy! 

Frank Plewa 
 
GMHRCH-I Fowl Weather’s Cornfield Commando MFR 
6/22/03 - Male, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Jon & Jan Vernam 
Sire:  GMHRCH Amber Run Gunfire 
Dam:  MHR Maggie Mo Vernam 



#3 ABBY 
Owned and Handled by Dan Tongen, Annandale Minnesota 

 
This will be Abby’s final RAW Invitational; we have been 
at the last 3 RAW’s and qualified at each one.  We have 
had a great time at each event; I can remember each one 
like it was yesterday.  I’m very grateful to all the 
NAHRA people I have met through the years of running 
my dogs.  I have enjoyed running the test’s and the 
tailgating afterwards, taking about dogs and passing 
along hunting stories.  I want to thank the Four Points 
Retriever Club for all the help they have given 
throughout the years in helping me to achieve my goals 
with my dogs.  We wouldn’t be here without you guys 
and your help.  Good luck to all the handlers and their 
dogs, enjoy the event and have some fun. 

Dan Tongen 
 

GMHR-II Cedars Edge Raiders Mis Abby SH 
1/8/02 - Female, Yellow Lab 

Breeder:  Mike Madsen 
Sire:  MHR Rik’s Risky Raider MH 

Dam:  Revilo’s Oreo Without Filling 
 

 
 
 
#4 CINDER  

Owned and Handled by Richard Winton, Glendale Arizona 
 
 
 
Cinder is my 4th generation of female labs, two of which 
(her mother and her grandmother) are 1,000 point 
GMHRCH champions.  She loves to please and tries very 
hard.  I am looking forward to this Invitational. 

Dick Winton 
 
 

MR, WR, SR T’s Black Cinder of Winton 
9/27/06 - Female, Black Lab 
Breeder:  Richard Winton 
Sire:  Riparian Bearly Behavin MH 
Dam:  GMHRCH Magic’s TNT Explosion of Winton MH 



#5 IKE 
Owned and Handled by Tony Carlo, Clyde, New York 

 
Mom said it best when she said, “You got a real champion 
here”.  Ike has been a dream to train; the only challenge 
seems to be not boring him.  His tremendous drive and 
willingness to please has allowed us to achieve his MHR 
title in 2 years.  Not to mention all of the help and 
encouragement for all of those I’ve met through 
NAHRA.  From the people running their first test to 
Frank and Valerie Plewa and Joe Letta, we are proud to be 
apart of the greatest testing program around. 

Tony Carlo 
 

MHR Spring Creek’s General Eisenhower 
4/5/07 - Male, Black Lab 

Breeder:  Jeff Cornell 
Sire:  Five Star General Patton 

Dam:  Stillwater’s Dolly Varden 
 

 
 

 
 
#6 BELLE  

Owned by Bruce Jenkins, Dillsburg, Pennsylvania 
Handled by Bruce Jenkins or Frank Plewa 

 
 
 
 
 
GMHR-I TTF Miss Belle of Deerfield 
4/2/04 - Female, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  A. & H. Cochrane 
Sire:  FTCH Craighorn Bracken 
Dam:  FTW Couthally Bess 
 

 



#7 EMME  
Owned by Brian and Lisa Ellis, Morgantown, West Virginia 

Handled by Brian Ellis  
 

Emme, our first lab, was a much belated college graduation 
present.  A highly energetic and sometimes unruly puppy, 
she inspired us to learn the ins and outs of retriever training.  
Together, thanks to her adaptability, we worked our way to 
the master hunter titles in AKC and NAHRA.  She thrilled 
us with a High in Trial in Obedience and loves her visits as a 
therapy dog.  Emme particularly enjoys hunting pheasants, 
eating greenies, and visiting middle aged women.  We 
would like to thank trainer Rich Kerlin for the lessons which 
got us started in the hunt test sport. 

Brian Ellis 
 

MHR Timberidge’s Avalanche Emme CD, RE, MH 
10/23/00 - Female, Black Lab 

Breeder:  Mark Skidmore 
Sire:  FC, AFC BD’s Hammer Time 

Dam:  Timberidge’s Down Under 
 

 
 

 
 
#8 CHANCE  

Owned by Wayne and Dale Goodrich, North Hero, Vermont 
Handled by Wayne Goodrich 

 
MHR I Diamond Brooks Lucky Chance is a Labrador 
retriever that loves to train, trial and hunt.  He has great 
temperament and loves to duck hunt whether from a duck 
boat, shore blind or goose blind.  He is very quiet and 
always eager to retrieve downed game.  AT nine years of 
age his desire is still there.  Chance and I would like to 
thank NAHRA for all the fun event’s and wish all 
participants good luck at the 2009 RAW Invitational. 
 
    Wayne Goodrich 
 
MHR-I Diamondbrooks Lucky Chance 
2/14/00 - Male, Black Lab 
Breeder:  Rod Mack 
Sire:  Swift River Leap of Faith MH 
Dam:  Cruzin Diamondbrook MH 
 

 



#9 DRAKE 
Owned and Handled by Joe Meade, Hammondsport, New York 

 
Drake is a four year old black lab.  He is a best 
friend and a hard worker.  Whether it is 
retrieving ducks in icy waters and heavy cover, 
chasing down geese in cut corn, or hunting 
upland for grouse and pheasant he excels in 
every category.  His strong athletic body takes 
off from the line with thunder and his drive is 
astonishing.  Aside from business he is the most 
gentle and obedient dog around the house.  
Thanks to NAHRA I have brought him to a 
level far beyond what I would have been capable 
of.  He is a joy to hunt and train with and I am 
excited for the years to come as he is now just 
stepping into his prime. 

 
Joe Meade 

 
MHR, WR, SR Deep Run Sir Drake of Gateway 

8/4/05 - Male, Black Lab 
Breeder:  Phyllis Giroux, D.V.M. 
Sire:  Deep Run Jailhouse Rock 

Dam:  Laird’s Onyx Hope 
 

 
 

#10 RAIN 
Owned and Handled by Chris Giardina, Pottersville, New Jersey 
 

 
Rain came into my life three years ago when her breeders found out 
they couldn’t keep her for their breeding program.  She was a black, 
four month old, 40 pound runt of a female and was the exact 
opposite of the 90 pound, yellow male I thought I wanted.  Over the 
last three years Rain has taught me much more that I’ve taught her.  
She forgives me for my shortcomings as a trainer and is a true 
example of “Man’s Best Friend”.  Never did I imagine such a special 
dog would be my partner in the outdoors. 
 

Chris Giardina 
 
MHR, MPR Texas Pointing Labs Storm’s Chance of Rain 
2/23/06 - Female, Black Lab 
Breeder:  Mary Ann Byerlay 
Sire:  AFC, CFC, CAFC GMPR, MHR Jazztime Last Chance v Pekisko 
Dam:  APR Storm of Started Pointing Labs.com JH 



#11 KALI 
Owned and Handled by Jeff Riebling, Thomasville, Pennsylvania 

 
Kali, to me, is a once in a lifetime dog.  She has far exceeded 
any expectations I had when I picked her up from Silverbrook 
Kennels some 8+ years ago.  I was and still am a mediocre 
trainer at best, but Kail’s personality has given her opportunity 
to overcome my shortfalls. 
 
As well as being titled in NAHRA, AKC & UKC, Kali was also a 
finalist in the 2007 MD Gun Dog Championship.  I am most 
proud of her accomplishments and humbled to be by her side. 
 
Best of luck Kali-girl and to all who are qualified! 

Jeff Riebling 
 

GMHRCH HRCH Silverbrook’s Ravin Rebel MH 
6/11/01 - Female, Chocolate Lab 

Breeder:  Patricia Jagoda 
Sire:  GMHR Southland Leroy Brown 

Dam:  GMHR Biggun’s Sky’s The Limit 
 
 

 
 
 
 

#12 DEUCE 
Owned and Handled by Michael Tome, Brunswick, Maryland 

 
Surprisingly, at one time I worried about Deuce’s birdiness.  
When I proudly brought him to his first club training 
session he raced to the mallard thrown for him, marking it 
perfectly.  He stopped at the bird, sniffed…and walked 
away.  I was crushed, and everyone could see it.  But after 
that initial doubt of his talent, Deuce has been a joy to 
train.  He is an intense, focused, hard-charging retriever in 
the field, but a calm house companion.  He made me 
proud by earning his MHR before he turned two.  Thanks 
to Northern Piedmont Retriever Club, NAHRA and to 
Deuce for this wonderful journey. 

Michael Tome 
 

MHR, WR North Star’s Deuce of Diamonds 
6/30/06 - Male, Black Lab 
Breeder:  Nathan & Carol Baxter 
Sire:  FC Candlewood’s Meet Joe Black 
Dam:  MHR North Star’s Crown Jewel 

 



#13 CARBON  
Owned by Frank and Valerie Plewa, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

Handled by Frank Plewa 
 

A couple of friends call him "Mr. Automatic" for his 
consistency in the dog games, which is probably one of the 
best compliments I have ever received.  He is truly the most 
talented dog I have ever owned and maybe the most 
entertaining.  Despite being quite the troublemaker at home 
with his never ending pranks, he is a pleasure to live with.  
Carbon has never been one for practice, but he is money when 
it counts both at the line and in the blind.  Carbon has 
retrieved most of my ducks over the past five years in some of 
the worst weather you could ask a dog to hunt in.  He was 
named in hopes of duplicating his father, GMHRCH-I MFR 
Fowl Weather's Token Trouble, and has been every bit up to 
the task.  He has proven he inherited his father's superior lining 
ability and marking skills by earning his 1000 points with only 
one miss along the way.  When I have run multiple dogs at 
tests, Carbon has always been my leadoff dog.  He has also 
retired from the games to a life of hunting.  Good luck to 
everyone in this great event! 

Frank Plewa 
 

GMHRCH-I Fowl Weather’s Carbon Copy 
3/30/03 - Male, Black Lab 

Breeder:  Kieth Omslaer 
Sire:  GMHRCH-I Fowl Weather’s Token Trouble MFR 

Dam:  MHR Duncan’s Chance of Dutch Lane JH 
 

#14 KATE 
Owned by Brian & Lisa Ellis, Morgantown, West Virginia 
Handled by Brian Ellis 

 
Kate, a “Nitro” puppy from a litter of three who all earned 
MH titles, was born in Cleveland Ohio.  Amateur trained by 
my wife, she passed five consecutive AKC master tests to earn 
her title.  She has had featured photos in regional newspapers 
and a national auto collector journal, as well as winning her 
owners a leather recliner in a national Halloween pet costume 
contest.  Kate’s hobbies include wood duck hunting in West 
Virginia’s legendary “Mothman” area and collecting squeaker 
toys. 

Brian Ellis 
 

MHR Daze Em Deep Beaver Kate CD, RE, MH 
5/11/04 - Female, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Marguerite Humphrey 
Sire:  FC, AFC Yellowstone’s TNT Explosion JH 
Dam:  Candlewoods Daisy II MH 
 



#15 CHASE 
Owned by Dick & Kathy Ofstedal, South Haven, Minnesota 

Handled by Dick Ofstedal 
 

MHR Delta Marsh Firestorm Chase is a 74 pound package of fun 
and energy.  Chase was purchased from Dan and Patsy Hove 
following a search for the ideal hunting companion and pet.  The 
wonderful members of the Four Points Retriever Club, MN 
mentored us in the methods of raising and training a reliable and 
enthusiastic retriever.  Attending the 2009 RAW was a primary 
goal since working at last year’s even in Minnesota.  Chase 
responded admirably with daily training throughout the winter 
and spring; following that up with enough senior passes in MN and 
IA to qualify.  Chase is eager to add I to his MHR. 

Dick Ofstedal 
 

MHR Delta Marsh Firestorm Chase 
1/24/07 - Male, Yellow Lab 

Breeder:  Daniel Hove 
Sire:  GMHR-I Romers Instant Cash Machine, MH 

Dam:  GMHR-I, CP HR Firestorm Belle’s Amazing Grace SH 
 

 
 

#16 MABEL 
Owned by Tom and Karen Johnston, Liverpool, Pennsylvania 
Handled by Tom or Karen Johnston 

 
Mabel may very well be our “once in a lifetime” dog 
who has taught us how to be happy and enjoy life 
every day.  It it’s her day to train or hunt with her 
dad, she is the first at the door to go; but if not, she 
will gladly snuggle back in bed with her mom.  And 
the “smile” on her face when she puts on her 
therapy harness to go to work with kids is priceless.  
Our proudest moments with her were when she 
became our first GMHR and when she gave birth to 
a litter of puppies, of which two are now ADI/SSD 
certified Service Dogs and one is our current training 
project.  Mabel finds joy in all she does and when 
she gives you that “don’t worry, be happy” look, 
you can’t help but be infected with her spirit!!! 
 

Tom & Karen Johnston 
 

GMHR-I WR Wildcat’s May Be Able TDI 
6/22/03 - Female, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  John & Jan Vernam 
Sire:  GMHRCH Amber Run Gunfire 
Dam:  MHR Maggie Mo Vernam 



#17 BEN 
Owned by Phillip & Karen Hines, Prior Lake, Minnesota 

Handled by Phillip Hines 
 

  
MHR Special K's Gentle Ben had the honor of being test dog at 
the 2008 RAW.  
 
He earned his MHR in May to qualify for this year’s R.A.W. Ben is 
an enthusiastic hunter and loves to run hunt tests.  
 

Phillip Hines 
 

MHR Special K’s Gentle Ben SH 
6/11/03 - Male, Yellow Lab 

Breeder:  Bradley Brockhouse 
Sire:  Cashzingers Special Brew MH 

Dam:  HPK’s China Grove 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
#18 GUNNER 

Owned by John & Kathy Corman, Shippensburg, Pennsylvania 
Handled by Frank Plewa 

 
After dabbling in NAHRA for a couple years, I decided to take the 
plunge and purchase a dog with a decent pedigree.  I located a 
breeder from North Dakota who was advertising a litter on the 
NAHRA site.  The sire of this litter was the 2004 National 
Retriever, Dewey’s Drake of Moon Rivers.  So, along came Gunner.  
These four years with him have been quite the experience.  He has 
been all I wanted and more.  He’s enthusiastic, loving, full of drive, 
marks well, and has all the tools.  Thanks to my friends at Piedmont 
for all their help. 

John Corman 
 
 
GMHR, MHR, WR, SR Glendower’s Dakota Gunner 
4/20/05 - Male, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Russell Baker 
Sire:  Dewey’s Drake of Moon Rivers 
Dam:  Hickory Withe Catch the Wind 



#19 KATE 
Owned and Handled by Dan Tongen, Annandale, Minnesota 

 
We kept Kate from a litter of pups from my other dog Abby 
and FC, AFC “Deuce”.  My first pick would have been a black 
female, but the more we saw of Kate the more we decided to 
keep her.  Kate is an excellent waterfowl and upland dog; I 
usually hunt both dogs so we are able to cover a lot ground 
when hunting.  Kate is also an excellent family dog, as she can 
shut it off when not training or hunting. 
 
I need to thank my training group, Travis Lund, Jason 
Skyberg, Steve Kuyper and Dick O.  Without their help and 
dedication we never would have got here.  Good luck to all 
the dogs and handlers have some fun and enjoy the ride. 
 

Dan Tongen 
 

MHR Cedars Edge Cattail Kate 
3/15/06 - Female, Yellow Lab 

Breeder:  Dan Tongen 
Sire:  FC, AFC Two Toes Out The Door 

Dam:  GMHR-II Cedars Edge Raiders Mis Abby SH 

 
 
 
 
 

#20 JOSIE 
Owned by Bob & Chris Riggs, Indianola, Iowa 
Handled by Bob Riggs 

 
In the last three years, the ball of fur that I brought home from 
a breeder in the Kansas City area has grown and matured into 
an invaluable hunting partner as well as a great friend to me 
and my family.  Josie is the third dog that I have brought 
through the ranks of NAHRA and she has grown into a solid 
competitor.  While there have been some bumps in the road 
along the way, we have overcome them together and are both 
very much enjoying the journey as a team. 

Bob Riggs 
MHR Goose Islands Outlaw Gun Slinger SH 
3/18/06 - Female, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Mark Kalcic 
Sire:  FC, AFC Taylorlab Downtown Dusty Brown 
Dam:  Waterway Vic’s Supertramp 



#21 TANK 
Owned by Cheryl & Jeff Riebling, Thomasville, Pennsylvania 

Handled by Jeff Riebling 
 

Tank has been a blessing in disguise for us.  He was not to be 
our dog, as we were only going to keep one pup from the litter.  
My wife, Cheryl, fell in love with him right away.  The rest is 
history. 
 
As a youngster, he seemed to lose interest in retrieving.  But 
when the light finally went on, Tank has become a very talented 
dog and consistent competitor.  I have really grown fond of 
“Tanker” even though he is the “other” color.  Thanks Kali & 
Trouble for passing a little something along to our boy! 
 

Jeff Riebling 
 

MHR, SR Harvest Thyme’s Tanks-A-Lot 
8/14/05 - Male, Black Lab 

Breeder:  Jeff Riebling 
Sire:  GMHRCH MFR Fowl Weather’s Token Trouble 

Dam:  GMHRCH HRCH Silverbrook’s Ravin Rebel MH 

 
 
 

#22 PORT 
Owned and Handled by Susan Wright, Dover, Massachusetts 

 
Port is first and foremost my pet and hunting buddy, followed by 
my competition dog.  Whether it’s pheasant, duck or goose, she’s a 
great little hunting dog.  Port is a dog of many firsts.  She’s the first 
dog I ever walked to line with in a Senior test, my first Master 
Hunting Retriever, and the first female Toller to earn and MHR.  
Together, we now look forward to experiencing our first RAW!  
Thanks to all those folks who helped us get here, and to all of you 
who are working so hard to make the event happen. 

Susan Wright 
 
MHR UH HRCH Whitecliff Vintage Brandywine SH WCX 
5/14/04 - Female, Red & White Nova Scotia Duck Toller 
Breeder:  Patricia Kinsley 
Sire:  CH OTCH Berdia’s Mississippi Gambler WCX, SH 
Dam:  CH Whitecliff Spicy Ginger Snap CDX, RAE 
 
 



#23 MAX 
Owned and Handled by Greg Schultheis, Indian Head, Pennsylvania 

 
 
Max became a A.K.C. Master Hunter at 23 months.  
He earned his MHR a year later.  He loves to train and 
hunt.  He is currently running HRC tests towards his 
HRCH title. 
 

Greg Schultheis 
 

MHR Boss’s King Of The Hill MH 
11/11/04 - Male, Black Lab 

Breeder:  Greg Schultheis 
Sire:  Watermarks The Boss 

Dam:  Millennium Ridgerunner 
 

 

 
 
 
 

#24 ZEUS 
Owned by Steven & Ann Crittenden, Stafford, Virginia 
Handled by Trish Jagoda or Matthew Garrett  

 
When our family first went to Silverbrook Kennels 
in Fredericksburg, VA to view and select our yellow 
from a litter, the first thing we noticed about Zeus 
was the unusual thickness in his upper front legs—
they were massive for a puppy.  Because I am an 
avid waterfowl hunter, Zeus has spent many hours 
as my companion in the duck blind, where because 
of his long length, when I stand up; he places his 
paws up on the front railing for a look out of the 
blind too.  Zeus has retrieved ducks, geese, and 
several swans, and watching him with a swan is quite 
a sight. 
 

Steve & Ann Crittenden 
 
Zeus of Mount Olympus II 
10/30/05 - Male, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Patricia Jagoda 
Sire:  Silverbrook’s Amazing Sparkleboy 
Dam:  KCK Rocket Girl, MH 



#25 PETE 
Owned and Handled by Gene Taillie 

 
 
 

Pete may be 10 ½ years old but still acts like he’s 
two.  Whether he’s hiding my wife’s shoes or 
retrieving birds, his desire and drive never wavers.  

 
Thanks Pete - you’ll always be our Little Big Man! 

 
Gene Taillie 

 
 
 

GMHR South Hills Little Big Man 
2/3/99 - Male, Black Lab 

Breeder:  Matthew Hass 
Sire:  WR Rhum of Drumtochty 

Dam:  GMHR, Matt’s Miss Mocha II   
Owner:  Gene Taillie, Wolcott, New York 

 
 
 
 

#26 ROXY 
Owned by Trish Jagoda, Fredericksburg, Virginia 
Handled by Trish Jagoda or Matthew Garrett 

 
Roxy is a NAHRA GMHR and RAW Invitational qualifier.  She is also an 
HRC Hunting Retriever Champion and member of the HRC “500 Club” 
(500 lifetime points) and an Upland Hunting Champion.  An AKC Master 
Hunter, Roxy has been invited to compete in the Master Nationals.  She 
throws her amazing talent to her offspring.  This year for her last breeding, 
we bred her to my Tiger; one of AKC’s all time high scoring dogs, FC, AFC 
Westwind’s Bold Tiger.  We are very proud of what Roxy has accomplished in 
her career; she is one of Silverbrook’s all time best! 
 

Trish Jagoda 
GMHR, HRCH K.C.K. Rocket Girl, MH, UH 
2/9/00 - Female, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Kermitt & Nancy Nauman 
Sire:  FC, AFC Hilltop’s Hayseed 
Dam:  Gunstock’s Ms. Gene Pool, QAA 

 



#27 JERSEY 
Owned by Scott & Christine Leonescu, West Milford, New Jersey 

Handled by Scott Leonescu or Trish Jagoda 
 

Jersey is the first female lab I ever owned, what a difference between 
males and females.  First she was probably one of the biggest lab 
puppies we had ever seen at 7 weeks old, she was over 13lbs; had an 
absolutely adorable face, very loving and affectionate but probably 
the worst to house break in the history of Silverbrook Kennels I’m 
sure!  We picked Jersey out of her liter because at 4 weeks old she 
could swim across a pond like it was no one’s business and had no 
fear.  Still today she is that same feisty swimmer  and doesn’t pass up 
even a puddle; she has to get wet and get everyone around her wet as 
well…..she can swim for hours on end and on her off time, you can 
catch Jersey doing laps in our pool.   She has lived up to every 
expectation I have had for her and she never likes to let me down.  
She still continues to love my wife more than me but we are getting 
closer these days the more I take her hunting.  Her face just lights up 
when you ask her if she wants to go get the birds.  She is high on 
quack.  It’s like a light switch goes on for her whenever she thinks it’s 
time to get serious and she kicks it into high gear.  She goes out for 
the bird with an intensity I can’t describe and then returns as fast as 
she left.      Scott Leonescu 

 
GMHR-I, HRCHSilverbrook’s Jazzin Jersey Girl SH 

4/13/04 - Female, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Patricia Jagoda 

Sire:  Silverbrook’s Amazing Sparkleboy 
Dam:  First Lites Let ‘Er Rip 

 
#28 TIQUE 

Owned and Handled by Tom Rourke, Fayetteville, New York 
 
Tique was a spindly little pup with a killer instinct that rapidly became the 
most athletic dog I’ve ever seen.  Flat-out speed, focus, and intensity – all 
born of drive!  It is an honor to be her partner in a NAHRA test or in the 
fields in the fall!  She’s spoiled me and set a standard that will make it 
difficult for the dogs that follow.  We owe an enormous debt of gratitude 
to those that have made this achievement possible:  my wife Tish; the 
NAHRA program, its judges, and members; the Leatherstocking HRA; and, 
our training partners – R. DeVore, J. Graham, J. Galtieri, and R. Green.  
Thanks to all of you, and to you, Tique! 
 

Tom Rourke 
GMHR-I, WR Wingshot’s TNT Ms. Tique 
12/22/99 - Female, Chocolate Lab 
Breeder:  Joe Eschert 
Sire:  FC, AFC, CFC, CAFC Barracuda Blue MH 
Dam:  WR Wingshot’s Warrior Princess SH 



#29 BINGO 
Owned by Mel & Maria McKnight & Heather Johnson, Plainville, Vermont 

Handled by Matthew Garrett 
 
Bingo came to us at five months of age.  His breeder 
recognized his show potential and wanted to place him 
with a co-owner who would provide field training.  Our 
mutual goal is to demonstrate that a dog meeting the 
breed standard, as documented in conformation shows, 
can perform to a high level, as documented by 
qualifications in field tests. 
We are meeting our goal.  In 2006 and 2007, Bingo was 
shown by a professional handler, placed in 42 of 49 shows, 
and earned 12 points toward his championship.  Bingo 
completed the Started Retriever title in June, 2004, the 
AKC Junior Hunter title in September, 2004, Working 
Retriever title in August, 2006, and Master Hunting 
Retriever title in October, 2008.  We thank Heather 
Johnson (Nycoma Way Labradors) for producing such a 

handsome animal, members of the Lake Champlain Retriever Club for helping to build the foundation for Bingo’s 
field work and Trish and Matthew at Silverbrook Kennels for bringing out his full potential.   

“…. B – I – N – G – O, and Bingo is his name!     Mel & Maria McKnight 
 

MHR NycomaWay Bound for Glory JH 
3/6/03 - Male, Black Lab 

Breeder:  Heather Johnson 
Sire:  CH Dickendall Davaron Gable 

Dam:  AM, CAN CH Pembroke’s Sweet Alyssum CD, JH 

 
#30 SMOKE 

Owned by David & Ann Mellender, Nokesville, Virginia 
Handled by David Mellender,  

 
Through a breeding of Silverbrook’s Amazing Sparkle Boy 
and Silverbrook’s High Hopes by Silverbrook Kennels, 
Smoke was born on April 15, 2006.  Smoke achieved his 
SR title in May of 2007, his WR title in May of 2008 and 
his MHR in October 2008.  We are excited to be 
attending our very first RAW.  We also would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Trish Jagoda and Matthew 
Garrett of Silverbrook Kennels for their guidance and 
extra patience when working with Smoke and I; as well as 
the members of Old Dominion Retriever Club for all the 
training days and support to help us achieve this goal. 

David Mellender 
 
MHR Silverbrook’s Smoke on the Water 
4/15/06 - Male, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Patricia Jagoda 
Sire:  Silverbrook’s Amazing Sparkleboy 
Dam:  Silverbrook’s High Hopes 



#31 MADDIE 
Owned by Trish Jagoda, Fredericksburg, Virginia 

Handled byTrish Jagoda or Matthew Garrett 
 

Maddie is the 4th generation of my FC, AFC, MHR Westwinds Bold 
Tiger.  Tiger’s lines go back as far as the legendary FC, AFC Trieven 
Thunderhead, one of the all time greatest Sires.  Maddie is not only a 
NAHRA GMHR and RAW qualifier; she is also a HRC Hunting 
Retriever Champion and Upland Hunting Champion.  Maddie is a 
wonderful house dog and spends her down time with her brother, 
Sparky, and his family, David Venne and Tracy Stueve.  Maddie and 
Trish wish the best of luck to everyone entered in the 2009 RAW. 

Trish Jagoda 
 

GMHR, HRCH Silverbrook’s Starlight Madness 
5/19/01 - Female, Yellow Lab 

Breeder:  Patricia Jagoda 
Sire:  Cropper’s Walks on Water, QAA 

Dam:  GMHR-II Silverbroook’s I Saw The Sign 
 

 
 
 
 

#32 CHAI 
Owned by Dan & Patsy Hove, Oakdale, Minnesota 
Handled by Dan or Patsy Hove 

 
 
Chai is a gifted, high powered, rocket fueled high performer that 
goes hard all the time and definitely keeps you on your toes.  She 
hunts at least as hard as she runs marks, and runs blinds like they are 
marks.  We are very grateful to Dinah Harlow for the opportunity to 
become Chai’s new owners last year after handling her for several 
years.  Chai has bonded with us completely and is now part of our 
household pack.  Our success together is a testament to her elite 
skills and eagerness to please me.  I am honored every time I take 
her to the line. 

Dan & Patsy Hove 
 
GMHR-I UH Holzingers Chai Latte MH 
4/3/02 - Female, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Terry Holzinger 
Sire:  Cashzingers Special Brew MH 
Dam:  Holzingers Sadie Lady 



#33 TOBY 
Owned by Scott Leonescu, West Milford, New Jersey 

Handled by Scott Leonescu or Trish Jagoda 
How do you describe your best friend and companion?  For me I start with 
the name Toby.   I got my first male hunting lab from Trish Jagoda out of 
Silverbrook Kennels in Virginia; he was all of 5lbs. when I picked him up.  That 
winter was very harsh, tons of snow storms one after another so we did a lot 
of training indoors.   I read the book by Richard Wolters and made sure to 
surpass everything his dog Tar did with Toby at an even earlier age.  Toby and I 
went everywhere together; we were inseparable day in and day out.   That 
spring I was introduced to NAHRA by my buddy Bob Sipila, who has a 1000 
point dog named, Scooter.  Man after one weekend I was hooked and so was 
Toby.  He was only 4 months old when he received his first pass; what a thrill!  
From there he achieved his MHR at 14 months, his GMHR at 19 months and 
became a 1000 point dog just 2 months shy of his 5th birthday.   
Toby has also achieved his HRCH title in the UKC program and his AKC 
Master Hunter Title.  During the winters Toby and I have the pleasure of 
hunting every type of waterfowl and upland bird from NJ to Canada and I 
could not ask for a better hunting partner than him.  My wife and I feel very 
fortunate to have such an awesome dog!   
GO TEAM SILVERBROOK    Scott Leonescu 

 
GMHRCH-I, HRCH Silverbrooks PJ’s Prince Toby MH 

12/8/02- Male, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Patricia Jagoda 

Sire:  Tigers Virginia Jack Daddy 
Dam:  Silverbrooks Back to Mack 

 

#34 BERT 
Owned by Joseph & Susan Hartsoe, Weems, Virginia 
Handled by Susan Hartsoe 

 
Joe and I credit Bert with introducing us to the hunt/field test world.  In 
February 2005, through Diane & Roy Sheppard, we found Bert, a 3 ½ 
month old lab bred by Kim and Joe Mandarino.  Early on, with the help 
and encouragement of the Sheppards and Roger & Elizabeth Atkins, Bert 
showed us what a retriever from great lines has the potential to 
accomplish.  We realized that, in order to ensure a happy and fulfilling 
life for Bert, we needed to find out more about this field training stuff. 
Bert lives to work in the field and on water.  Through the Sheppards and 
the Atkins’, we were introduced to Trish Jagoda and Silverbrook 
Kennels.  With her help and MASSIVE patience, I took on the task of 
learning to train and handle Bert.  I became a field dog addict and have 
not looked back.  I suspect that there are not many women whose 
husbands given them an ATV (with trailer) for their 50th birthday! 
 

Sue Hartsoe 
MHR HRCH Bertram Thibodaux Ulysses “BTU” 
11/8/04 - Male, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Joseph & Kim Mandarino 
Sire:  GMHRCH Silverbrook Return To Sender, MH 
Dam:  MHR Country Lane’s Swamp Boogie Queen, SH 



#35 JESSIE 
Owned by Jeanne Lin & Trish Jagoda, Occoquan, Virginia 

Handled by Trish Jagoda or Matthew Garrett 
 

Jessie is my special girl who, at age 2, is running her first Invitational.  
Jessie is from UH HRCH GMHR K.C.K. Rocket Girl, MH, “Roxy” and 
HRCH Zeke of Silver Creek MH*** “Zeke”.  She showed early on that she 
inherited their drive and talent; winning her first blue ribbon in 3-4 
month Puppy Stakes.  Since then, Jessie has developed into a friend and 
hunting companion that can be counted on to “get it done”.  I have 
watched her grow and gel into a team player and look forward to seeing 
how far she can go.  Special thanks to Trish Jagoda and Matthew Garrett, 
at Silverbrook Kennels for their wisdom and patience and to the Old 
Dominion Retriever Club members for all their support.  
Congratulations and Good Luck to ALL!   Jeanne Lin 

 
HR, MHR Silverbrook’s Jess On The Rox SH 

2/10/07 - Female, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Patricia Jagoda 

Sire:  HRCH Zeke of Silver Creek MH*** 
Dam:  UH HRCH GMHR K.C.K. Rocket Girl, MH 

 

#36 MAGGIE 
Owned and Handled by Jim Tracy, Burley Washington 

 
Maggie – What’s In A Name 
 
Quite a few thousand retrieves, a glance of uncertainty, 4th RAW, family members, 
(human and canine), DeWatto at dawn, steak scraps, grandson face licks, white hair 
around her face, lessons learned, puppies, Major’s first bird retrieved, video shoots, 
pasture blinds, dog box diarrhea, camo ribbons, more hunt tests, new friends, white 
hair around my face, here…I said HERE!, pothole sunrise, H’s hollering, love fresh 
perspectives, pattern blinds, swamp goo, 2nd RAW, crate rattles, LEAVE IT!!, cuddle, 
sandwich thief, Ryan’s cripple, sunburn, The GET Bet, Roy Lake, chewed hats, hold 
it, old friends, furminator, lessons relearned, Terri’s tosses, whistle pea stuck, over 
the point, trainers wrist rocket, stupid pointers, icy edges, thrill of victory, she did 
what?, cattails, puppy fur, a glance of confidence, wet wool, wind from the NW, 
Sarah’s smile, poor handling, red-white & blue ribbons, Jamie’s wonder shot, 
perfect throw, fetch, take the cover, training in the rain, anticipation, angle entries, 
1st RAW, blind stakes, fireplace snooze, lessons re-relearned, chasing the tricycle, 
Canada road trips, long marks, more white hair, lanyard stains, bands, flooded fields, 
perfect blind retrieves, brothers watching, Hecla, decoys, agony of defeat, Paige’s 
rank ducks, chewed shoes, Coal Black Heart, lost leads, rooster flushes, Hosford 
assists, honker calling, bluebird days, soaked Goretex, canine foot warmer, Rah-
Rah’s toes, shedding, show and tell, Heidi’s boy blessings, wader leaks, holding 
blinds, freezing drizzle, sandy shore, old friends, challenge the line, old friends… 
I cannot put into a capsule what Maggie and I have come through or become.  She 
is my friend because she is our family!    Jim Tracy 
 
GMHR Silverbrook Mag Autumn Gold, MH 
10/3/00 - Female, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Patricia Jagoda 
Sire:  FC AFC Rebel With A Cause 
Dam:  GMHR Silverbrook’s Montana Gold, MH 



#37 CASH 
Owned by Julio Garcia–Laffitte, Spotsylvania, Virginia 

Handled by Trish Jagoda or Matthew Garrett 
 
Cash is a four year old chocolate lab with an insatiable desire to 
work which are evidenced by his spectacular water entry and the 
fact that he never gives up on a bird. He is solid muscle, easy to 
handle and lightning fast! Cash is also well mannered, both in the 
house and the field. Cash has a very easy going demeanor that is 
suited to children as well as other dogs. For videos of Cash in 
action go to 
http://s171.photobucket.com/albums/u318/silverbrookkennels/Cash 
 
Cash is for sale; please see Trish Jagoda for information and details. 
 

Julio Garcia-Laffitte 
 

Born 2 Retrieve E Z Cash 
11/8/04 - Male, Chocolate Lab 

Breeder:  Levin Van Sant & Robert Holloway 
Sire:  Jazztime’s Casey of Fallston 
Dam:  Nilak Annie Get Your Gun 

 
#38 JUICE 

Owned and Handled by Jackie Lutskus, Dillsburg, Pennsylvania 
 
2003- All I wanted for my 6 year old Lab (Silkie) was to retrieve ‘real’ birds.  
And the only way I knew how to do this was to join a retriever club.  The 
commitment seemed overwhelming, until I started to see progress and 
realized this was something we could do together… I was hooked.   
Fast forward to 2005 and Juice…. 
This has been an amazing journey with this little girl.  She may only be 55 
pounds, but she certainly can bust through cover and fetch that bird up… 
she continues to impress me.  Juice and I became to know each other 
through Frank and Valerie Plewa, with a little help from GMHRCH-1 MFR 
Fowl Weather’s Token Trouble.  She’s a wonderful companion at home and 
a blast to train because of her enthusiastic attitude to please.  We have 
become a team and continually build the relationship reaching for that 
GMHR Title.  Many thanks to my Northern Piedmont retriever family for 
the encouragement, friendships and patience with this rookie handler.   
 
Juice and I would like to wish all the dog/handler teams of the 2009 RAW, 
the Best of Luck.     Jackie Lutskus 
 
MHR, WR Fowl Weather’s Fully Charged SH 
5/2/04 - Female, Black Lab 
Breeder: Jack McCloy  
Sire:  GMHRCH-I, MFR Fowl Weather’s Token Trouble 
Dam:  Deep Run Umbra 
 

http://s171.photobucket.com/albums/u318/silverbrookkennels/Cash


#39 LUCY 
Owned by Susan & Joseph Hartsoe, Weems, Virginia 

Handled by Susan Hartsoe or Trish Jagoda 
 

Lucy is a pistol.  We got her from Silverbrook Kennels when she was 
7 weeks old and weighed just 4 pounds 2 ounces.  Right from the 
start, she was a “go-getter” in a small package.  She was no “roly-
poly” puppy, but a “mini-retriever” going 65 mph!  She’s grown up 
and filled out nicely.  Before she was 2 years old, she earned her 
NAHRA WR and her AKC SH titles.  At just 2 years and 2 months 
of age, she earned her MHR.  Lucy wants to please – something that 
I must always keep in mind when I’m asking the world of her.  She 
lives to work.  Lucy is a fun-loving “blonde” gal with brains, beauty 
and drive! 

Susan Hartsoe 
 

MHR, HR Silverbrook Joey’s Girl, SH 
2/10/07 - Female, Yellow Lab 

Breeder: Patricia Jagoda  
Sire:  MHR HRCH Zeke of Silver Creek, MH, QAA 
Dam:  GMHR, HRCH UH K.C.K. Rocket Girl, MH 

 
 

#40 KYLER 
Owned and Handled by Tom Rourke, Fayetteville, New York 
 

Kyler has just turned 4 yrs old and is a pup out of my GMHR-I WR 
Wingshot’s TNT Ms. Tique; sired by WR Taken By Storm MH who is 
owned by a Maggie Rathje (yet another of the many really good friends 
that I’ve met through my association with the NAHRA program). Ky’s 
litter was my first foray into whelping and rearing a litter and, well… let’s 
just say I’ll stick to just training them in the future!  While Ky’s marking 
ability, athleticism, biddability, and trainability certainly rival that of her 
parents, I’m still waiting for her to develop confidence in her own abilities. 
Her nose is even better than mother’s who I frequently use in the fall to 
track wounded deer for less-than- accurate archers. Tique even 
acknowledges this as she stays close to the guns when the two are hunting 
together in the uplands, that way the ‘kid’ can do the finding/flushing 
work and mom gets a better view of the shot so she can be first to the 
downed bird! We owe an enormous debt of gratitude to those that have 
made this achievement possible: my wife Tish; the NAHRA program, its 
judges, and members; the Leatherstocking HRA; and, the Wednesday 
night training crew. Thanks to all of you, and to you too Ky! 
      Tom Rourke 

 
MHR WR Kyler’s T-N-T Express 
7/5/05- Female, Chocolate Lab 
Breeder: Tom Rourke 
Sire:  WR Taken By Storm MH 
Dam:  GMHR-I WR Wingshot’s TNT Ms. Tique 



#41 ERNIE 
Owned by Trish Jagoda, Fredericksburg, Virginia 

Handled by Trish Jagoda or Matthew Garrett 
 

Ernie has proven that he is an exceptional dog by being named to the 
2003 Derby list, qualified All Age and an AKC Master Hunter in very 
limited trialing.  
 
Ernie has a truly magnificent pedigree having both parents and all four 
grandparents titled Field Champions and/or Amateur Field Champions.  
Ernie is also a UKC Hunting Retriever Champion and NAHRA Master 
Hunting Retriever.  “Uncle Ernie” would like to wish his two nieces, Jessie 
and Lucy, the best of luck in this year’s event along with the entire team 
from O.D.R.C. 

Trish Jagoda 
 

MHR, HRCH Total Recall, MH, QAA 
11/29/01 - Male, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Robin Christensen 

Sire:  FC, AFC Rebel With A Cause 
Dam:  AFC Fat City Chase 

 
#42 SPINNER 

Owned and Handled by Dorothy Waldrep, Lothian, Maryland 
 
Owned, trained and much LOVED by Dotty Waldrep (aka Ms. Daisy).  
Spinner is my first lab, my first 1,000 points, my once in a lifetime dog, 
most important my heart and soul dog.  We have accomplished all this 
using the “Amish” method of training (no collar).  Our strength has 
been our connection, that invisible thread between us.  Two people dear 
to my heart are greatly responsible for where we are – Frank Plewa and 
Robin Mongold – a near death experience for them both. 
 
And without the creativity of my accountant finding ways to support 
our journey toward our GMHRCH with numerous calls to Social 
Security and the IRS as well as having stock in Geritol.  To my Northern 
Piedmont Retriever Club family – I am grateful to you all.  Tom 
Johnston – you really didn’t want me to clean out my locker, did you?  
Spinner and I wish everyone a wonderful time and much success.  Laugh 
a lot…  Driving Ms. Daisy 
 
To My Late Husband, John – He did become a BIG DOG… 
 

Dorothy Waldrep 
 

GMHRCH Windmere’s Over The Top 
3/24/01 - Male, Black Lab 
Breeder:  Bill Whiteford 
Sire:  Amber Run Gunfire 
Dam:  Silverbrook’s Rockin Raven 



#43 SPARKY 
Owned by David Venne & Tracy Stueve. Manassas, Virginia 

Handled by Trish Jagoda or Matthew Garrett 
 
Sparky is one of the most muscular and agile athletes I have ever known.  
He lives to train, hunt and compete.  Sparky is always upbeat and ready 
to work, no matter what the conditions; hot weather, cold water, etc.  
His water entry and attitude are second to none. 
 
When he is not hard at work he is at home with his family in Manassas, 
VA.  Sparky was raised in the house with an active family. 
 
Looks, style, intelligence and great bloodlines mean that Sparky has it all. 
 

Trish Jagoda 
 

GMHR-I, HRCH, UH Silverbrook Amazing Sparkleboy, SH 
9/27/00 - Male, Yellow Lab 

Breeder:  Patricia Jagoda 
Sire:  Cropper’s Walks on Water 

Dam:  GMHR Silverbrook I Saw The Sign 
 
 

 
#44 MAGIC 

Owned by Diane & Roy Sheppard, Kilmarnock, Virginia 
Handled by Diane Sheppard 

 
Magic is our youngest and our fifth Midnite Lab to run 
in the NAHRA Invitational event.  She has been a joy to 
train and run in tests.  Although she is a somewhat 
“spoiled” house dog who sleeps in our bed, she is 
addicted to this game, and be it bird or bumper, would 
like to spend every waking minute retrieving. 
 
Magic, your predecessors, Velvet, Missy, Ryder and Tiger, 
all wish you good luck, but more importantly, they 
would want you to enjoy your very first Invitational. 
 
Roy and I thank all of you who have planned and worked 
to make this year’s Invitational a success.  Good luck to 
all! 

Diane Sheppard 
 
MHR, WR Sheppards Midnite Magic SH 
4/22/06- Female, Black Lab 
Breeder:  Frederick Wildt 
Sire:  Deep Run After Six MH 
Dam:  Emerald City Wild Irish Rose 



#45 RIP 
Owned by Trish Jagoda, Fredericksburg, Virginia 

Handled by Trish Jagoda or Matthew Garrett 
 

Rip is a wonderful friend and excellent hunting companion.  She 
is a GMHR, an HRC Hunting Retriever Champion and Upland 
Hunting Champion and an AKC Master Hunter.  Rip spends 
most of her time with her real parents, Scott and Christine 
Leonescu where she has her own personal swimming pool and 
loves it at “Camp Christine”.  Rip and Trish would like to take this 
opportunity to wish all dogs and handlers the best of luck in this 
year’s RAW. 

Trish Jagoda 

 
GMHR, HRCH First Lite’s Let ‘er Rip, MH, UH 

5/18/00 - Female, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Gary Thomsen 

Sire:  FC, AFC Hilltop’s Hayseed 
Dam:  Shilo’s Surprise Edition 

 
 
 
 
 

#46 THE GOON 
Owned by Victoria Pepper & Larry Housman, Baltimore, Maryland 
Handled by Larry Housman 

 
 
 
 
My wife likes me and loves The Goon –  

- what more need be said? 
 

Larry Housman 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GMHR-I Silverbrook Gunar’s Yellow Merkin 
5/10/01 - Male, Yellow Lab 
Breeder:  Particia Jagoda & Shari Miller 
Sire:  FC, AFC Rebel With a Cause 
Dam:  GMHR Silverbrook’s Montana Gold 



#47 LACEY 
Owned by Trish Jagoda, Fredericksburg, Virginia 

 Handled by Trish Jagoda or Matthew Garrett 
 
Lacey is the 5th generation of my original black lab “Lacey” born in 1981.  
Every dog since my Lacey has been a Grand Master Hunting Retriever.  
Her bloodline includes GMHRCH Southland Repeat Performance, 
GMHRCH Southland Bombers Black Lace, and GMHRCH JC’s Willie (50 
qualifyings in a row).  Lacey is so athletic and intelligent I shake my head 
every day in amazement.  Having her qualified to run the RAW this year 
means so much to me as I have been qualified to run in every event since 
NAHRA’s first, held in 1987.  I ran my first Lacey in that event. 
 

Trish Jagoda 
 

MHR Silverbrook Lacey J, SR 
3/13/06 - Female, Black Lab 

Breeder:  B. Lynn Foraker 
Sire:  Rebel Ridge Maxximum Mojo, QAA 

Dam:  Silverbrook’s My Mercy 
 
 



SPONSORS, DONORS and FRIENDS 
 

The Field Test Committee would like to thank all of those individuals and 
corporations who have donated their time, money and product to allow us to host 
this event.  Without their generosity we would not have been able to offer you this 

opportunity. 


 
 
The members of Leatherstocking Hunting Retriever Association 
especially thanks the following NAHRA members who helped us 
kick off this event with a generous donation that was raised at a 
dove hunt they participated in. 

 
 
 
 
 

Chris Giardina Navesink 
Dottie Waldrep, Northern Piedmont 
Brian Lynn, Navesink 
Tom Moore, Navesink 
Frank Plewa, Northern Piedmont 
Kim Schiller, Hudson Highlands 
Brian Sullivan, Navesink 
Chris Galtz, Navesink 
Jackie Lutskus, Northern Piedmont 
Scott Unkel, Navesink 
Donna Unkel, Navesink 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This group of individuals guided a dove hunt for 19 gunners.  The gunners tipped the handlers and 
dogs for the great job that was done that day.  After discussion amongst the members present, 
they felt this money would help Leatherstocking with the start-up expenses for the 2009 RAW 
Invitational event. 
 
This was the seed money that got us off the ground. 



 

Members Only    TRAIN TO WIN 

 

              *Boarding        *Obedience Training         * Gun Dog Training 

                          *Outstanding Labrador Retriever Puppies 
 

 

 

   Trish and Matthew would like to wish 

  everyone the best of luck in 2009 
 

                                

  

        Members of the Old Dominion Retriever Club – Team O.D.R.C. 
                                 

 

 

                Trish Jagoda                                50 Red Fox Lane 

       Matthew Garrett                      Fredericksburg, VA 22406 

      540-720-3661                             www.silver-brook.com 

http://www.hhhra.com/membersonly.html


Old Dominion Retriever Club 
 

 
ODRC’s NAHRA members have shown overwhelming and 

enthusiastic support for this year’s invitational and 

several of us, along with our great dogs, will be 

traveling to Baldwinsville for this event.  We all look 

forward to seeing old friends, making new friends, and 

having an unforgettable experience with the people and 

dogs that make NAHRA such a spectacular program! 

 
The Old Dominion Retriever Club Inc. is a 

not for profit organization that was formed  

in 2005 in Virginia by a local group of 

professional handlers, NAHRA judges, 

wildfowl hunters and hunting retriever  

enthusiasts who wanted to bring hunting 

retriever activities and especially NAHRA 

hunt tests to like minded folk in Virginia and 

surrounding areas.  

 

The ODRC is dedicated to the education of owners, handlers and the public in the 

use and training of purebred hunting retrievers.  Whether you’re a novice or 

experienced handler or hunter, or just considering the purchase of a purebred 

hunting retriever, the ODRC is interested in helping you and your dog  

Contact the Club for more information on joining.  Email: retr1evers@odrclub.com 

 

Visit Old Dominion Retriever Club at www.ODRCLUB.COM 

mailto:retr1evers@odrclub.com


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Avery® Outdoors 

We are easily reached at 800-333-5119 or you can send us an e-mail.  

We look forward to working with you to make this hunting year your best year ever!  

Sporting Dog Division  
David Carrington  

Manager, Avery Sporting Dog Division  

Email davidc@averyoutdoors.com 
 
 

mailto:davidc@averyoutdoors.com


ADIRONDACK OUTFITTERS 
Jeff Fansburg 

Utica, New York 

315-796-3104 

 
Adirondack Outfitters has 20,000 acres of leased or 

private land to hunt ducks and geese from, including ponds 

and marshlands. The hunters will have the option to hunt 

their own dogs or hunt Alladin my 7 yr old pro hunting lab, 

or both my dog honors with the best of them. Alladin has 

had over 4,000 birds shot over him. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
FOUR POINTS RETRIEVER CLUB 
Visit Four Points Retriever Club at www.fourpointsrc.com 

 
 

Four Points Retriever Club 
1148 E. 161st 
South Haven, MN 55382 
Email address: 
firestormchase@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:firestormchase@yahoo.com
mailto:firestormchase@yahoo.com


 

 
 

CAYUGA WINE TRAIL 
P.O. Box 123 · Fayette, NY 13065  

Tel: 800-684-5217 · 607-869-4281 · Fax: 607-869-2429 

info@cayugawinetrail.com 

 

Members Include 

 
CAYUGA RIDGE ESTATE WINERY   KNAPP WINERY 

www.cayuagridgewinery.com www.knappwine.com 

 

SWEDISH HILLS WINERY BUTTONWOOD GROVE WINERY 

www.swedishhill.com www.buttonwoodgrove.com 

 

SHELDRAKE POINT VINEYARDS AMERICANA VINEYARDS 

www.sheldrakepoint.com www.americanavineyards.com 

  

BELLWETHER HARD CIDER  COBBLESTONE FARM WINERY  

www.cidery.com  www.cobblestonefarmwinery.com 

 

GOOSE WATCH WINERY THIRSTY OWL WINE COMPANY 

www.goosewatch.com www.thirstyowl.com  

 

HOSMER WINERY KING FERRY WINERY 

www.hosmerwinery.com www.treleavenwines.com 

 

LONG POINT WINERY  SIX MILE CREEK VINEYARD 

www.longpointwinery.com www.sixmilecreek.com  

 

LUCAS VINEYARDS  

www.lucasvineyards.com 

 

 
Special thanks to the Montezuma Winery for providing the  

Welcome Banquet Wine Tasting Event. 

   

MONTEZUMA WINERY 
www.montezumawinery.com 

2981 Auburn Rd 

Seneca Falls, NY 13148 

(315) 568-8190 

 

 

mailto:info@cayugawinetrail.com
http://www.cayuagridgewinery.com/
http://www.swedishhill.com/
http://www.sheldrakepoint.com/
http://www.cidery.com/
http://www.cobblestonefarmwinery.com/
http://www.goosewatch.com/
http://www.thirstyowl.com/
http://www.hosmerwinery.com/
http://www.treleavenwines.com/
http://www.longpointwinery.com/
http://www.sixmilecreek.com/
http://www.lucasvineyards.com/


WHISPERING PINES HIDEAWAY 

48 Townline Road 

Lyons, NY  14489 

315-946-6170 

Owner:  Charlie Buisch 

www.whisperingpineshideaway.com 

 

We offer more that 2600 acres of scenic 

Finger Lakes countryside. 

 

Hunting Opportunities Available  

September 1 through March 31 

 

Whispering Pines Hideaway is a shooting preserve that offers a wide range of family 

oriented out door activities for our members and the general public including Pheasant, 

Chukar, Quail and Duck hunting; Spring Turkey hunting; Group Duck Shoots and 

Pheasant Tower Shoots; excellent Off Road Trails and a world class sporting clays 

range. 
 
 

 
 
 

CNY HUNTS – JOHN POTTER 
www.cnyhunts.com 

John Potter 

8701 Dwyer Road 

Port Byron, NY  13140 

315-776-8245 

jpotter@tds.net 
 

 

 

 

Do you love to hunt? So do we at CNY Hunts in Montezuma, New York. Our hunting 

guide service will help you achieve that exhilarating feeling of hunting. We are ready to 

go out of our way to give a quality hunt for a limited number of hunters. 

 

Your hunting guide, John Potter, has more than 30 years of experience guiding hunters 

through the lush Montezuma Wetlands. He spends his time wisely, finding game and 

planning exciting hunting adventures. John will give you one to one service and a great 

hunting trip in Upstate New York. 

http://www.cnyhunts.com/
mailto:jpotter@tds.net


SOUTHLAND KENNEL 
35 Misty Lane 

Stafford, VA  22556 

540-752-7591 
www.southlandkennel.com 

 

Southland Kennels is a modern professional kennel 

facility owned and operated by Diana Jagoda. It is 

located one hour south of Washington, D.C. off 

Exit 143-B in Stafford County. 
       
Diana has over 20 years of experience as a hunter, breeder and trainer of Labrador 

Retrievers. She is a sponsor of Ducks Unlimited and annually conducts retriever 

demonstrations at DU functions. Her dogs have qualified for the annual North American 

Hunting Retriever Association (NAHRA) Invitational Field Test for retrievers every year since 

its existence. Diana personally qualified her dog, GMHR Southland Gold Dust as a member of 

the NAHRA All American Hunting Retriever Team. 

 

 
EDGE BY EXPEDITE 
Visit Edge by Expedite at www.edgebyexpedite.com 

Edge by Expedite Hunting products, manufactured and distributed by Expedite International, Inc. of 

Hudson, WI, are recognized as some of the most unique, innovative, and highest quality 

hunting/waterfowling products available on the market today. 

 

FOILES MIGRATORS 
101 North Industrial Park Drive 

Pittsfield, IL  62363 

866-83G-EESE 

www.foilesstraitmeat.com 

 

Offering championship goose and duck calls; accessories, and related waterfowl hunting products. 

 

 
 
FISHWISH TAXIDERMY & OUTFITTERS 
Maggie & Carl Rathje 

15 Hotchkiss Drive 

Pulaski, NY  13142 

315-298-4588 

315-298-7672       

 
 

http://www.southlandkennel.com/
http://www.foilesstraitmeat.com/


 
 

Ken Bora 

Ray Corey 

Wayne Goodrich  

Ted and Char Givens 

Mark Nobert 

Diane and Roy Sheppard 

Dotty Waldrep 

Karen and Jim Wetzler 

Linda and Jim Wetzler 

Dicks Sporting Goods 

Gun Dog Supply 

Outdoornews.Com 

Regal Granite & Marble 

 

 

Thank you to the following NAHRA clubs: 

Eastern Iowa Retriever Club 

Four Points Retriever Club 

Lake Champlain Retriever Club 

Las Vegas Hunting Retriever Club 

Leatherstocking Hunting Retriever Club 

Midnight Sun Gun Dog Association 

Northern Piedmont Retriever Club 

Old Dominion Retriever Club 

Puget Sound Retriever Club 

Southwestern PA Hunting Retriever Club 

Western New York Retriever Club 

Yankee Waterfowlers Hunting Retriever Club 



Final thoughts….  
 

We found this chapter in Gene Hill’s book Tears & Laughter that sums up how we feel about our 
dogs. 
 
Gene Hill was there at the beginning of NAHRA’s conception; gunning; judging and lending his 
name and presence where it was needed. 
 

We leave you with….. 

 

Just My Dog 

HE’S JUST MY DOG. 

He is my other eyes that can see above the clouds; my other ears that hear above the winds. He is 
the part of me that can reach out into the sea. 

He has told me a thousand times over that I am his reason for being by the way he rests against 
my leg; by the way he thumps his tail at my smallest smile; by the way he shows his hurt when I 
leave without taking him.  (I think it makes him sick with worry when he is not 
along to care for me.)  

When I am wrong, he is delighted to forgive. When I am angry, he clowns to make me smile.  
When I am happy, he is joy unbounded.  

When I am a fool, he ignores it. When I succeed, he brags.  

Without him, I am only another man. With him, I am all-powerful.  

He is loyalty itself. He has taught me the meaning of devotion.  

With him, I know a secret comfort and a private peace.  He has brought me understanding where 
before I was ignorant.  

His head on my knee can heal my human hurts.  His presence by my side is protection against my 
fears of dark and unknown things.  

He has promised to wait for me...whenever...wherever -- in case I need him.  And I expect I will--
as I always have. 
 
He is just my dog. 
 

Copyright Gene Hill 



 

…. to Olive Wolters 
 

we can never thank you and Richard enough! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Remember, it all really began with, 

and for, the dogs! 


